
A Tale of Two Cities 



CanadaΩs Leadership 

ά¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜƴŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ 
facing the world today. For at least a decade most governments, including 
/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎΣ ǇŀƛŘ ƭƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ 
the public that reducing carbon emissions will have real economic costs. 
We must take action. We owe it to future generations, just as we owe them 
ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 
 
Stephen Harper, September 7, 2007 





UK Leadership 



UK Political Actions 

1. Established a carbon budgeting system to 
cap emissions 

2. Created an independent committee on 
Climate Change 

3. Obligated a government report at least 
every 5 years 

4. Set very ambitious CO2 reduction targets to 
2050 



CanadaΩǎ International Agreements 

ω Engaged leadership - 1988-2000 

ω Signed Kyoto Accord ς 1997 
ω Target 6% below 1990 CO2 levels by 2012 

ω 32.7% over target 

ω Copenhagen Accord - 2009 
ωTarget 17% below 2005 CO2 levels by 2020 

ω Withdrew from Kyoto - 2012 

 

 



The oversimplified Science 

ÅThe earth is getting hotter 

ÅHumans are the cause 

ÅThe impact will not be good 
ÅSea levels, storms, floods, droughts, extinctions, costs, etc. 

Å2º C is the agreed on limit 
ÅThis limit is what was once felt was politically acceptable; it 

might well be lower 

ÅItôs not the rate of emissions, itôs the total 
Å350 PPM is the accepted concentration that will keep us from 

serious consequences 



Every National Academy of Science of 

Every Major Country in the World 

Confirms Anthropogenic Global Warming 
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National Academies Rejecting the Science 

of Anthropogenic Global Warming 

None 





Federal & Provincial Initiatives 

IISD, 2011 



Climate Change Accountability Act 

ÅCommons 
ïPrivate memberôs bill, struggled through several sittings of parliament 

from October 2006 to eventual passage in May, 2010 

ï It would have required CO2 reductions similar to the EU 

ÅSenate 
ï Defeated in November, 2010 

ÅHarperôs comment 
ï "It sets irresponsible targets, doesn't lay out any measure of achieving 

them other than ... by shutting down sections of the Canadian economy 

and throwing hundreds of thousands and possibly millions of people out 

of work . . . Of course, we will never support such legislation." 

 

 



ÅUK Environmental Agency 

ïIndependent, central role 

ïReports to Cabinet 

ïEnforces Climate Change Act 

ÅEnergy Market Reform 

ÅEnergy Security 

ÅCarbon Plan 

ÅRenewable Energy Strategy 

Å2050 pathways 

 



Environment Canada Mandate 

ÅPreserve and enhance the quality of the natural 

environment, including water, air, soil, flora and fauna; 

ÅConserve Canada's renewable resources; 

ÅConserve and protect Canada's water resources; 

ÅForecast daily weather conditions and warnings, and 

provide detailed meteorological information to all of 

Canada; 

ÅEnforce rules relating to boundary waters; and 

ÅCoordinate environmental policies and programs for the 

federal government. 





UK Actions & Results 

Å Financial commitment to renewable resources, particularly wind 

power 

Å Climate Change Levy introduced in 2001 

Å Biggest absolute CO2 cuts in the EU as of 2011 

Å On track to meet Kyoto targets 



The Canadian Emissions Gap 

NRTEE 2012 
Public policies in Canada to address climate change                                                                    
Presentation by McGraw & Sabongui to the Climate Reality Project Training August 2012 



Two Floods 



Two Floods 



Two Floods 



Insurance 

Å Search Results 

ï Ignoring the cost of climate change is bad business - Globe & Mail ï 

May, 2013 

ï Climate change heats up insurance losses in Canada  - The Lawyers 

Weekly - March, 2013 

ï Climate Change and Insurance: A Looming Threat to the Economy - 

Toronto Sustainability, March 2013 

 



Å Formed in 1988 

ï Independent advisory board 

ï Businessmen, scientists, economists, civil servants, public figures 

Å Goals 

ï Policy Research 

ï Inform Canadians 

ï Build consensus on sustainability 

ï Present policy options 

Å Dissolved, 2013 

ï Last report stated insufficient evidence that Canada would meet its Copenhagen 

targets. 

ï Closed, March 31, 2013 

ï Web site and previous reports archived 
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4RG thanks all of our event sponsors 
and participants! 


