
INTRODUCTION 
We are in a Climate Emergency
Peterborough is responding to this existential crisis with a 
patchwork of projects to meet our commitment. As described in 
the next section, these measures are insufficient to reach a 45% 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030.

We are not doing our part
We need leaders who consistently push for climate action and a long-term funded plan to reach 
our reduction goals as have been developed by several Canadian cities.

Some Municipal Councillors vote consistently  for a Sustainable Peterborough, 
others do not. We summarize the voting record of the last Council on five notable issues below.

IN 2016 Peterborough City adopted its Climate 
Change Action Plan. This plan used 2011 as a 

baseline for emissions with a 30% reduction by 2030 as 
its goal. In Peterborough, the major sources of emissions 
are homes (mostly heating), transportation (mostly cars), 
commercial businesses, and industry. 

On Sept. 23, 2019, Peterborough City Council voted 
unanimously to declare a climate emergency. This vote 
also increased the emission reduction target to 45% by 
2030, in keeping with both the UN’s goal and Canada’s 
promise. 

In the Council’s current term of office, the City has 
accomplished a number of actions to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions although most of the recorded reductions 
were from Ontario’s phasing out of coal-fired electrici-
ty. The most important of these actions was, in 2020, to 
create an annual Climate Change Reserve of $426,400 
(subsequently indexed to the annual Consumer Price 
Index, CPI). The City has used this fund to help pay for: 

 ❒  an Alternative Fuel Study for the City’s vehicle fleet, 
including buses

 ❒ the salary of the City’s Climate Change Coordinator

 ❒ electric-vehicle chargers for City use

 ❒ a plan to decarbonize large City buildings 

 ❒ City-wide organic composting plan (starting 2023)

 ❒  the Home Energy Efficiency Program (HEEP) to reduce 
home energy use (design to be completed 2022)

 ❒  providing children aged 12 and under free transit, 
starting in 2022. Unanimous Council decision.

The City has also: 
 ❒  approved an ambitious Official Plan that emphasizes 

NOT developing outside the current city limits. This 
will require more residential infilling and the growth 
of “complete communities” to increase the number of 
people walking or cycling to local amenities such as 
grocery stores. It also emphasizes improved energy 
efficiency.

 ❒  in 2021 launched Green Economy Peterborough 
(with support of GreenUP) to help local businesses 
become low-carbon; 

 ❒  developed an interactive solar panel map that 
identifies the solar-energy potential of buildings in 
Peterborough 

 ❒  piloted a smart system to synchronize traffic signals to 
optimize traffic flows, reducing travel and idling times 
by about 20% in the pilot area on Lansdowne St.

 ❒  developed videos (with GreenUP) showing how to 
make a home use less energy

 ❒  worked over many years to reduce the possibility of 
serious flooding as occurred in 2004 

Municipal Government Action to Date

However, given the severity of the climate  
emergency, the City has done very little to reduce 
carbon emissions to slow the threat from climate 
change.



Issue #1 - Emergency Declaration, Initiator: Henry Clarke, 
Sept 23, 2019
The Council declared a climate emergency for the purpose of 
“naming, framing and deepening” the commitment to protect-
ing us from climate change. This declaration has provided the 
framework for the limited actions noted in the introduction.

Issue #2 – Creation of the Climate Change Reserve 
(CCR) fund of $426,400. Initiator: Henry Clarke, Jan. 15, 2020
This action created the first permanent budget line for 
greenhouse gas reduction. (It was indexed to the CPI in 2021 
on a motion by Kim Zippel.)

Issue #3 – Defer Funding of a study of Alternative Fuels 
for Transit. March 23, 2020. Moved by Parnell, seconded by Pappas. 
The proposed funding would have initiated a study by the 
City to move its bus fleet away from fossil fuels, with the 
city using the CCR to match a $100,000 application for feder-
al money. Also deferred were reports on the Climate Action 
Plan, progress towards net-zero emissions, and potential 
uses of the 2020 Climate Change Reserve. The Alternative 
Fuels study was later approved in the 2022 budget, but the 
deferral delayed action 18 months and cost up to $100,000 

in lost matching funds.

Issue #4 - Reduce the funding for transit by 50%. Moved 
by Andrew Beamer, Nov. 23, 2021
No study on the effects had been done, and no consultation 
with users. Other councillors pointed out that transit was a 
public service and did not have to cover all its own expens-
es. Only Beamer and Riel voted in favour.

Issue #5 – Don’t extend the Parkway, Mar 28, 2022
The Master Transportation Plan was adopted in principle. 
Notably, the plan focuses on improving key roads such as 
Brealey Drive to move traffic north to south through the city 
rather than extending The Parkway. This vote secured Jackson 
Park green space in the center of the city.

The Council Voting Issues In The Report Card Below

Issue 1 Issue 2 Issue 3 Issue 4 Issue 5
Mayor
Dianne Therrien 4 4 4 4 4

Ashburnham Ward (1)
Gary Baldwin 4 4 8 4 4
Keith Riel 4 4 8 8 4

Monaghan Ward     (2)
Henry Clarke 4 4 4 4 8

Don Vassiliadis 4 4 8 4 8

Northcrest Ward    (3)
Andrew Beamer 4 8 8 8 8
Stephen Wright 4 8 8 4 4

Otonabee Ward     (4)
Leslie Parnell 4 4 8 4 8
Kim Zippel 4 4 4 4 4

Town Ward             (5)
Kemi Acapo 4 4 4 4 4
Dean Pappas 4 ? 8 4 4

A checkmark ( 4) represents a vote for climate action, an X ( 8) is a vote against 

The Report Card and candidate 
responses to a climate survey are 
available at this QR code.

https://forourgrandchildren.
ca/2022-municipal-election/

? = no recorded vote and no reply when asked.


